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There is a psychological phenomenon called Illusory superiority. It is a mental bias where
people overestimate their qualities or abilities.
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When 100 people were asked, the vast majority rated themselves as better drivers than the
average, which can’t be true if you ask 100 people.

w100 BALT, BRSEAMERLE A TR PR RIF, 1240 RARF 1
100 A, &R LRI —HRk.

The same goes for asking people to rate their intelligence, how funny they are, their
attractiveness, or how charitable and generous they are. All rated that they were better than
50%.
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Positive traits like these are often hard to define, and there is wiggle room to make us all fit. We
can build an overinflated sense of self.

R EARG AR E BRI R, T HA QAR HR AT A AT LEALAN £MT
VA 2 —AE18 BTGk 89 B R E o

There i1s one group that is immune to this. Those that are depressed or have anxiety would often
do the opposite. And the more severe the depression, the more likely they are to underate
themselves.
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Now, we are not going to do a survey here. I could ask you to look around and rate whether you
think you are a better driver or funnier, but we are not going to do that. But it points out how we
view ourselves. We have a skewed sense of self.
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Is it possible that we bring this skewed view of ourselves before God? If we were to compare
ourselves to others, would we think that we are more deserving of his love and forgiveness?
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Is it possible to extend this illusionary superiority to all people and say that person has
something good and valuable? God should love them.
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We are swimming in a culture that tells us that you can have it all, not only that, but you
deserve everything good, whatever that good is.
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So when it comes to righteousness with God, is it possible we view ourselves and others as
deserving. Deserving of good things from God, including his love. I was walking home the
other day, and I saw a sign that said, you deserve a break, have a kit-kat.
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Every other religion says you can do it yourself too! It is on you. Other religions have people
build up a performance record: following the eightfold path, removing all suffering, or doing
the duty of your caste. Each is something that goes on a performance record to present on the
day of judgement.
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So when we come to the good news of the Gospel, we expect that it is earnt. Hold this
contradictory view that good from God must be earnt, but I am also special, superior, above
average and deserve good from God.
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So when we heard “justified freely by Grace.” Yes, but. Doesn’t everyone have something to
offer? What kind of God not love everyone in the country of a fair go!
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We are continuing in Romans. The last three weeks have seen Paul build up the argument that
no one deserves anything good from God.
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Now come to what Martin Luther, the German reformer, called the centre of the bible.
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Today’s challenge will be to see the beauty of justification by faith that meets us when we don’t
deserve anything good from God and know how to respond.
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1. You Deserve Nothing - Romans 3:1-20
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Paul builds up a big argument about what we deserve from God. And it is not pretty.
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Paul has been cutting away any grounds to think we are above average in God’s sight. It has
made for uncomfortable listening to those in church and those not in church. In the first 20
verses of chapter 3, Paul moves forward to how he concludes in verse 20, ‘no one will be
declared righteous in God’s sight’.
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Paul goes back and forward in the first nine verses asking himself questions and then answering
them. [ am not going to go through each of them. But they amount to what is the advantage of
being a Jew. Is there any advantage to having the very words of God, the Old Testament?
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It is a comparison question, and surely the Jews are above average before God. They have been
God’s people. They have had his law, and surely God will judge them more favourably than
those who have been far away from him. Surely the Jews are closer to righteousness, and they
are closer to being accepted by God?

BALEMA, MAAELF@THEHAFHKF, M—AL LRGT R, 1A
WegEE, mEALELFH TG AEZEIIEIIEF LN R EAGARZAF, BAALARZLZE
W&, RABLMATIED,

But it is not about comparing ourselves to others. All It is about is our position before God, our
legal position. Verse 9 describes us as all under the power of sin.
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Imagine three people were going to go for a swim. They were going to try to swim from
Sydney to New Zealand. One can’t swim at all, and he sinks in Sydney harbour. The next is a
weak swimmer who flounders and flops his way out 300 metres before drowning.
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The last, well, she is a champion swimmer. And she swims easily for the first 50 kilometres,
struggles for 100, and is just floating along for the next 50. She makes it 200 kilometres and
falls just short by 2000 kilometres. Is she more drowned than the others?
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No, it doesn’t matter. None of the swimmers gets anywhere near their destination. The person
who considers themselves moral and good and who runs to indulge every fleeting emotion and
sin doesn’t come anywhere near a righteous heart. They are equally alike.
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There is such a gulf between righteous and unrighteous that our moral standing cannot
contribute to our salvation.
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Paul gives a full picture of what it means to be far from God, how fully we sin, and the reality
of our sinfulness.
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Firstly, our legal standing before God. Verse 10, no one is righteous. It is a legal position, like
innocent or guilty. There is no in-between. When it comes to our relationship with God, we are
either righteous and fully obey or unrighteous.
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Verse 11; our minds. No one understands God and the truth of the world. We can see God’s
goodness to us all around in the rising of the sun and his provision of rain for food - but we
can’t see it. We are blind to him. We can’t see the reality of the created order of the world.
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Verse 11 again, our motives. We don’t seek God. None of us wants to find him. We are running
and hiding from him.
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Verse 12, Our will, we have chosen to turn away.
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Verse 13. Our mouths are deceitful, poisonous, bitter, and full of slander and gossip. Verse 13
is this picture of our mouths like an open grave - a sign of the decay of the whole body. Only
rottenness comes out.
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Verse 15. Our relationships with people are damaged. Shedding blood brings ruin and misery.
We don’t know peace.
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And our relationship with God, we don’t fear him. We don’t see him as the one in control, but
we place ourselves over him.
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It is a detailed and depressing list. But this is all people before God, in a position of being
unrighteous. But who also expects to be in the best position. Again, that illusionary superiority
views us as deserving good from God despite the evidence we ignore.
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Can you imagine if Paul was writing a dating profile of humanity?
RAEBAR A RRBE E A B ARG THR?

Okay, it says that he is 5”11°, has orangey blonde, brown hair, and likes to walk on the beach.
And He is guilty and condemned. Hmmm ... interesting. His mind is twisted and deranged. His
heart is selfish. He only ever chooses himself (how would we split the bill?). Whenever he
speaks, he puts down all those around him. He is a bully and belittles people, full of cursing and
bitterness. He’s brought shame to his family. He has destroyed all his relationships, some by
shedding blood, and he thinks he is God. Would you want to be with that kind of person or to
have your child or family member with them?
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That is the person that Paul describes all of us to be. No one seeks God. No one does good.
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But God chooses to have a relationship. How thankful should we be!
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God chose to send his own Jesus for a despicable people. The theology of total depravity is that
we are completely sinful, and even when we try to do good, it is twisted by evil.
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2. You get everything Romans 3:21-31
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“But”. Verse 21 has one of the greatest’s usages of the word ‘but’ in the bible. The other is
Ephesians 2, which you can read later.
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Verse 21.
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21 But now, apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known
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But now. In contrast to what Paul has just said about people.
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Before, we were in a position of condemnation, unable to move. But a new position is offered.
We spoke earlier about how other religions have people build up a performance record to bring
to God to show how worthy we are. But now, Paul says that an unheard-of approach has been
made known. The good looking resume didn’t work. The righteousness of God, the
performance record is given. Verse 22
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This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe
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What an amazing, ridiculous and radical thing. Given freely, offered, not earnt. You can try to
swim to New Zealand, but God is offering a free spot on his plane. There is no comparison. We
can try with all our effort and fail, or have it given for free.
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We come to what Luther argued was the centre of the bible. It is worth meditating on,
memorising, and recalling good days and bad.
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Verse 3:23.
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23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by
his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.
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How horrid would it be if Paul stopped there? All have sinned - but there is grace for all. Rather
than pay the penalty, the judge’s son took our place, and we were given his place and redeemed
and bought back.
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It is a beautiful scandal of the cross. That the one who was not, verse 23, had not sinned and
fallen short would take the place of the unjust.
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This beautiful undeserved joy has so many layers. Just like our layers of sin and rebellion, this
too is multifaceted.
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Verse 22 says that this righteousness
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22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.
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Belief in a god is not enough. It is specific. It is the object of our belief, Jesus himself.
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Paul has made painfully clear that it has nothing to do with us. Our salvation is a work of God.
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And that wonderful verse 24, our faith in Jesus is given freely.
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We can think of God’s gift of faith in Jesus as an intense attitude. [ am 100% certain that Jesus
saved me! I know he did and have no doubts. But that would become another work.
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Our faith doesn’t save us, but the one in who the faith is. And that is freely given.
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Finally, it is not just faith in Jesus, but specifically his work at the cross, verse 25.
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25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood to
be received by faith
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His death, his blood instead of mine. Instead of yours. This gift of grace is received by faith.
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Imagine we still need to get to New Zealand. We have all realised now that swimming is not the
way to go.
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So, flying is the best option.
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We have the spot freely offered. It does not just believe that flying is the best option. It is not
just faith in and of itself that saves. The ‘glad you have faith’ mentality doesn’t work.
Otherwise, I could believe hard and jump off the harbour bridge and fly to New Zealand.
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The place of our faith is important. Saving faith is only faith that is placed in Jesus.
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Has anyone been on a plane recently? Are you a good flyer?
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Flying can be very stressful. Imagine you are on a plane, and there is turbulence. And you are

worrying, am [ going to make it alive. You are breathing into a bag, so you don’t

hyperventilate. White knuckles at every bump and gust of air. Their faith in the aeroplane and

the pilot is very weak.
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Then there is someone else on the plane whose faith in the plane is very strong. I love flying
because I am locked into watching movies and reading books for hours. Even during takeoff
and landing, I am not thinking about those things. I leave that up to that captain, and I enjoy the
journey.
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The person whose faith is weak is stressed the entire flight, and those who are strong get to the
same destination.
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The captain doesn’t come to the back and say, I am sorry, sir/ma’am. You don’t have enough
faith to keep this plane up. We are going to have to throw you out of the exit. You don’t get to
the destination. You don’t trust enough.
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It is the power of God to save us, not the power of my faith. We fix our eyes on Jesus, the pilot
pointing us to God.
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He doesn’t say, your on the plane, but you must also flap your wings, or we will crash. You
have got to work hard.
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Jesus is the object of our faith, the one our faith is in, not us! This faith is a wonderful gift that
has been given.
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That is what justification by faith is. It is a very important piece of theology for Christians. But
it is not just theology, something important to know. It is also intensely personal for us all.
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All of us will one day stand before our God. And Justification by faith tells us that we can’t
appeal to our performance record. We can’t point out that well. [ am at least better than 50% of
the people in line behind me.
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Justification by faith is vital because it reminds us of the very heart of the Gospel, our standing
and acceptance before God - is entirely from God.
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So, as Paul says in verse 27, there is no boasting.
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But instead, there is joy and celebration because God has poured out his good grace.
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So, if I was to ask 100 Christians, are you more deserving of salvation than everyone else?
Justification teaches us to say NO, to say It is not me. I don’t deserve anything. But, brothers

and sisters, we are so richly blessed in Jesus, freely offered through God’s grace to us in his
blood.



Traditional
AR, de B REH 1002 B4, BAGHEMAPEIFH? AIEHEHLLRMERRA
R, HARAEK. RARBEAETRG, 1228 SLHkM, KPIEINKARFE T o5
WIALAG, BIBFEEMAGE ey B L G XL T &

10



